
62 TimberWest — September/October, 2006

Craig Thomas finds one answer to 
chipping slash that was once inaccessible

An Answer to Slash

By Roy Anderson

In 1909, the State of Montana passed
its first comprehensive laws dealing
with forestry issues. Language em-

powered the State Board of Land Com-
missioners to require any person
cutting timber on state lands, “to pile
the brush and slashing, and dispose of
the same in such manner as to prevent
forest fires.” Although the law has been
modified several times since then, one
thing has remained unchanged — log-
gers and landowners have been asking
themselves ‘how do I efficiently deal
with logging slash?’ 

Some simply pile and burn it. Oth-
ers lop and scatter it. For Craig Thomas
— forester, logger, and co-owner of
Cky-Ber Enterprises, along with his
wife Lynnet — the answer on many
logging jobs has been to chip the slash
and then sell it as hog fuel. Hog fuel is
burned at co-generation plants to cre-
ate electricity and steam heat. 

Thomas, like many others, has dis-
covered that the process of producing
hog fuel is loaded with inefficiencies.

For example, the most productive
method for converting logging slash to
chips is to use a 300-650 horsepower
track or trailer-mounted industrial
grinder. The catch is that good produc-
tion from a grinder comes only when
it doesn’t have to be moved repeatedly
between piles of slash. In the moun-
tains of Western Montana, not many
log landings are big enough to produce
slash piles large enough to justify the
use of a grinder. Another problem is
that people have traditionally hauled
hog fuel in chip vans, which is great for
maximizing payload, but the vans are
built for highway use, not the steep,
curvy logging roads common in West-
ern Montana. As a result, many log
landings, and thus slash piles, are in-
accessible to chip vans.

A Solution
After years of dealing with these

problems, Thomas kept thinking there

must be a better way. One improvement
came during the summer of 2004, when
Thomas and several other Missoula-
area logging contractors participated in
a research project that was jointly 
carried out by the Montana Community
Development Corporation, the U.S. 

Peterbilt truck being loaded with a
container, which when filled can
weigh between 11 and 14 tons. 

Craig Thomas and his crew inspect
a roll-on roll-off container used to
transport hog fuel. 






